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[Continued from page 65.] 


fHR DOCTRINE OF ELECTION ILLUSTRATED. 


Again. ‘The reader will please to notice the yery pecul- 
tar phraseology of Paul. Rom. viii. 29. “ For whom he 
did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, (What for? Why wasthis done.— 
Answer.) that ke might be the /irst-born among MANY 
brethren.” Are the many brethren those, whom Paul says 
he foreknew ! If so, then many brethren are jirsi-fruits ! 
If this is not admitted, it follows that they who were fore- 
known, are to be the first-born among many brethren ! 
Then it follows, that there are many brethren who are not 
first-born, or of the first-fruits!!! Reader, if you are a 
Calvinist, we ask you, what will you do with this testizao- 
ny, which destroys Calvinism, root and branch? Calvinists 
declare, quoting “ many are called, but few are chosen,” 
that only the chosen few will be saved! Paul preaches a 
different doctrine. He makes the “called many,” the 
yecipients of mercy ; the “ creation,’ he says * shall be 
delivered from the bondage of corruption, into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God.” 

Paul continues, ‘* Moreover, whom he did predestinate, 
them he also called; and whom he called, them he also 
justified ; and whom he justified, them the also glorified.” 
The context is explanatory. See 20—23 verses. “ For 
the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but 
by reason ,of him who hath subjected in hope. Because 
the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage 


of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of 


God, for we know that the whale creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pain together until now; and got only they, 
but ourselves also, which have the first-fruits of the Spirit, 
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the 
adoption, ¢o wit, the redemption of our body.” Reader, 
this same Paul says, “1 would have you know that the 
Head of every man is Christ. For as tie body is one, and 
hath many members, and a// the members of that one body, 
being many, are one body, 80 also is Christ. For by one 
Spirit are we all baptised into one body, whether Jews or 
Gentiles, whether bond or free ; and have all been made 
to drink into one Spirit.” 1 Cor. xii. You will observe, 
that those mentioned in the 23d. v. as having the first-truits 
of the Spirit are delivered, and are, by knowledge, the chil- 
dren of God. In contradistinction to those who have the 
frsi-fruits, is the creature mentioned in the 21st v. whom 
Paul says, shall be delivered from the bondage of corrup- 
tion into the glorious liberty of the children of God. —You 
will, likewise, please to recollect, that the word, in the 
original, translated creature, in the 20th and 21st verses, is 
Ktisis, and is the same, which is translated createon in the 
22d verse! The reason for the groaning of those who have 
the firat-fruits of the Spirit, and are, in consequence “ de- 
tivered into the glorious liberty of the children of God,” is, 
because they are taught by that Spirit, that ail men are 
brethren, and members of the body of Christ, the common 
head. Therefore, they * being members one of another,” 
eannot gay, as Paul observes to the Corinthians—“ If the 
toot shallsay, Because | am not the hand, | am not of the 
vody ; is it therefore not of the body? And whether one 








member be honoured, all the members rejoice wiih it.” 


See 1 Cor. xin. The bappiness of each, is absvlutely ue- 
cessary for the happmess of al/—and the happiness vf «il, 
is necessary for the happiness of each ! Every mau, ‘here~ 
fore, who is taught by the Spint of God, whici is L 
will, like the Apostle, groan within bimsell, wailing 5+ ie 
adoption, fo wit, the redemption of our body. ot my 
bory ! like the disciple ot Calvin, go to hcasen my ovsty 
and whea J get safe, daugh and shoud at the muscivs of 
countless millions! ‘These are TRUTHS! and Key sieii 
be told, if the stake—the scaffold—or the nalter, be ie 
price of telling them! * For! aim persvaded that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, hor privcipalities, bor pewersy 
nor things present, por things fo come, or belgul, hor 
DEPTH, (For great is thy mercy toward me, and thou hast 
delivered my soul from tie LOWES' fell. sulm ixxxvi.) 
nor any other creature, (the devil cannot) shall be al '« to 
separate us from the lore of God, which is iw Christ Jesus, 
our Lord.” HaLLELusan ? 
[To be continued, } 
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FOR THE INQUILKER, 
(Continued from page 69.) 

Thou wouldst indulge in all the various passions, those 
malévolent feelings, (which must necessarily destroy the 
tranquility of thy soul) were it not for fear ol bem & pri- 
soner in the infernal prison of adistant hell!) be assured 
if thou indulgest anger, thou art whetting a sword to wound 
thine own breast—-reason will forsake thee, and thou wilt 
be like aship tossed about in a tempest, exposed to des- 
truction. Remember, that anger dwelleth in the bosom 
of fools. As thine eye is passing over the vast catalogue 
of vices, dost thou still find any one which presents fesei- 
nating allurements suilicient to induce thee to enter the 
ranks? If thou dost, } am no longer sstonished that thou 
shouldet advocate the doctrine of total depravity ; as thy 
miod must be enveloped in the grossest darkness ; and to 
use the language of an Apostle, until thou art regenerated 
by the renewing of thy mind, thou wilt rob thyself of much 
happiness and be thy own destroyer. Deluded professor, 
I submit to the judgment of the sincere lovers of vital re- 
ligion, and ask if it be uncharitaiJe to say that thou dest 
not know the everliving and true God; but dost worship 
the Beast, that man of sin, who opposeth and exalteih hiu- 
self a®ove all that is called God.— Thou hast the name 
Calvinist, written in thy ferehead.— Thou art in captivity, 
and as firmly bound in the fetters and chains of this inicrval 
fiend, as ever was a West India slave in those oi iron: and 
thou hast drivers likewise, who drive thee even with the 
scourge of hell; and this Beast thou must worship, althouch 
at seasons it may be with abhorrence, and thou may be 
disposed to throw off thy chains ; but the faitivu: Grver 
veady at his post, applies his scourge with an wnsporiog 
haod, and thy resistance appears fruitiess If attempt: i— 
but blessed be God, that he will finally “ lead captivity 
captive, break every yoke, let the prisoner and oppressed 
go free, finish transgression, make an end of sip, and bring 
in everlasting righteousness.”” But methinks | bear thee 
yet say, Why concern yourself about this thing, if all are 
eventually to be saved’ 1 perceive, my friend, thou art 


nember enffer, all the members suffer with it: or one ' vet sensron’ of the nature of salyation—salyation from 
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og. from sing and its Apt salvation 
ie attention of man. and by which we 


possess those heavenly treasures, which if 13 ovr 


i ‘iiy and benefitto seek. and when posscsse < 
tbe bartered away for the fancied joys of 
ao nent. Again, thou formal professor, think 
justly merits the vile epithet of licen- 
cones=-himn who believes his God to be infinitely 
the creatures of his power ; him, 
say. Who advocates virtue for its intrinsic valne, 
»@ reward which it carries with itself; or him 
sentime its 
est to pursue such a course as will 
tvee thy mind from doubts and fears,relingnuish thy 
errors, else throuch fear of death thou wilt be all 
thy ifetime subject to bondage.—lIs it not a source 
of consolation to thee, to beheve that not only 
thyself arta candidate for a blessed immort lity, 
but that thy dear dece 
have mingled with Raseapial her earth, are washed : 
Lamb’s blood, and entered into that king- 
interrupted felicity prepared for them 
» foundations of the wo sid ? Does not an 
surance that their rone to God who 
rave, add to thy happiness ? O deligl 


yhoo most j' 


’ ' 
dod, and loves 


bo ady Of ates thy 


It thou desi: 


ised friends whose bodies 
in the 
dom of i: 
ore the 
spirits have 
ithul sensa- 

ma! heocetherich reward of belreving.—W hen 
thou hast tasted of the pure waters of tiat celes- 


tidd fountain whieh maketh glad the city of our 


(iot--when thou art introduced tnto that New- 
leruselem which cometh down from God out of 
henven. then at will be od m eat and drink to do 
the will ofthy heavenly Father. ‘To be present- 

with a view of God, asa being alled with wrath, 


i) fury, and every property characteristic of a 


demon, may frighte ntimid mortals, but will “ty ver 
lissembled love, which ts due to 
Finally, Leotreat thee, by every 
valuable, by the most weighty consider 
tions. be reconciled to God, and so cond ict as vf 
become as volished stones in the temple of God, 
tuet building of whom Jesus is the corner stone ; 
and based upon this foundation, the gates of hell 
en shall not prevail. 


produ e that uc: 
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led the *“ Inquixer,” and have been highly inte. 
rested in your remarks, upon predestination, in 
particular. I must confess that I believe this 
publication, on the whole, will be productive of 
much good, inasmuch as it aims at breaking up 
the most gross and absurd notions and supersti- 
tions, in pulling down a blind faith, leading men 
to study the scriptures, and to understand them 
only by the dictates of a sober understanding. | 
do not calculate to throw any new light on the 
subject of predestination, but as the denomina- 
tion of christians with which If associate, profess 
to beheve init, and as our preacher labours much 
on that subject, [ cannot forbear giving some of 
my ideas on that head. 

If God has unchangeably ordained whatever 
comes to pass. does it not vnecessarily and irre- 
sistibly follow, that he is the author of sin? If all 
things are ordained, is it possible to draw any 
other conclusion, than that man is not an accoun- 
tab le being? If some men and angels are pre- 
‘destinated unto everlasting life, and all the rest 
everlasting death, ‘Sand their 
certain and definite,’’ what has Christ 
accomplished by his mission and sufferings on 
earth ? He cannot have ‘* plucked” one sinner 
‘Sasa brand from the burning.” He declared, 
that they that were well, needed not a physician, 
but they that are sick. He came not to call the 
righteous, bnt sinners to repentance. How dis- 
cordant are all the declarations and pretensions 
to the doctrines of forecrdination or election. 
Onr teachers, also, admonish us of a solemn jadg- 
ment and retribution approaching ; butis it pos- 
sible to believe in the doctrine of foreordination 
and election, and at the same time that we are to 
he jndged by the deeds done in the body—that 
at the great day, every secret thing will be 
brought to light, man be answerable for every 
‘idle word,” and every departure from virtue, 
when (as our preacher has often declared) the 
governor of the universe, ** governs and controls 

If we are 





To conclude, | wil! adopt the langnage of the 
Apostle—>* Wi} Laleeewee things are trae, whatso- | 
ever things are honest, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things ure of good report, li there be any virtue, 
and if there be any praise, think of these things, 
by so doing tue God of peace shall be with you.” 
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FOR THE iNQUIRER. 


Srn—ti belong 
standing order; this order, you 
} 


know, claim to 
be a people, ¢ f ** steady habits.” Their habits 
have abways run in one channel, 
hence their faith and beltef, has been * steady,’ 
and obstinatcly so. Some part of our creed, [ 
il do not 

», yet | 


i } 
rignall, scen seme cf year papers. cal 


et thinking, 


sings “pete a 
H understand. Ot app rove of 
/ ? 


af ! , 7 atta a ‘ 7 
wybrace to cocivrine of universal saivat 


to what is called by aie the! 


all our thoughts and all our actions.’ 

| governe “«l by the dictates of sober reason, and the 
jabundant proofs of reyolation, it must be conce- 

aldol that man is amoral agent, and that punish- 

jment in this world, or in the world to come, 
jawaits only the transgressor. 

| If the fate of each and pci individual was 
‘unalterably fixed in eternity, b+ fore the foun- 
‘dation of the world, in w hat das of light shall we 
beds the sermon of Christ on the Mount ?—Is tt 
| possib te that the deities e njoine din that discourse. 
were directed only to those, who were elected in 
the councils of Eternity ? Is it not plain to the un- 
(derstanding of every man, that Christ was acdres- 
‘sing free moral agents, when he said, ** seek ye 


ifirst the kingdom of God and his righteousness 
land all these things shall be added unto you  — 
[t must be granted, that the subject, that is predes 
neither seeh 


Upon this prince 


marae to everlasting death, can 
God, nor secure his salvation. 
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ple then how idle fia @ even farcical) the sermon 
of Christ on the Mount, and how useless and in- 
effectual all his holy examples, divine instructions, 
trials and sufferings, on earth. 
trine of election and reprobation is trae, how 
useless to pray with a view to induce God to 


change his purposes, yet the defenders of this || 


doctrine ask favors of God; they pray for the 
out-pouring of his spirit, for the spreading and 
promulzation of his gospel ; for temporal and spir- 
itual blessings ; for divine help and guidance, and 
yet they hold, that every thing comes to pass ex- 
actly as it was dec reed: We are instructed to 
pray, and that God ‘* well regard the prayer of the} 
destitute, and not despise their prayer.” ‘ The 
prayer of the upright is his delight.” That pray- 
er is acceptable to God, and the way to seeék his 
face and fivour, will be readily granted, but the 
uniting with this belief, the doctrines of election 
and reprobation, makes the religion, we profess. 
a tissue of nonsense and contradictions. Our 
preachers, say thir doctrine cannot be explained, 
by human reason, but that itis our imperative du- 
ty to embrace, it as a mystery, and notwithstan:- 
ing it is a mystery with them, there is perhaps no 
subject, they dabble with so much. In a late dis- 
course, | hear’d it stated, that it was not ‘* wn- 
known or undesigned”’ by God, that Adam, should 
fall; he was created mutable, that he might fall, 
and moreover, incurred God’s wrath and curse 
because he did fall. Is it possible under these 
circumstances, that Adam was a free moral agent, 
or is it possible, that he should be accountable, 
for not resisting, what he could not resist, namely, 
the power of God? Much has been said against 
Deists, Universalists &c.; that their docirines 
are pernicious to society, tending only, to pro- 
duce insubordination, misrule and anarchy here. 
and eternal death hereafter ; but however this 
may be, for my part, 1 cannot see, but that these 
mystical doctrines. are calculated to produce those 
results, which their adherents charge upon oth- 


ers. What better are they, than the doctrine of 


fate ; indeed they appeer to be analagous. If any 
have made up their minds, that the destiny which 
awaits them, is not the result of human actions 
but decreed and determined, without any regard, 
to faith or good works, before they came into ex- 
istence ; and that God hated, or loved them, as it 
is said he did Jacob and Esan, before they were 
yet born, it is clearly of no moment to them, as 
to their fature state, whether they “live right- 
cously, soberly and godly” in this world or not.— 
The natural consequence of the belief, which 
these doctrines lead to, that man is not accounta- 
ble, is to demoralize and unhinge society. How 
much better the preachers of the gospel, would 
advance the interests of society, and subserve the 
cause, of their divine master, by abandoning these 
mysteries and absurdities, and in lieu thereof, in- 
culcate the doctrine of human accountability, and 
ihat, according to the moral government of Ged, 


Admitting the doc- |, 


eho ER. TU 
rewards await the vighades, and punishment the 
| wicked. 
A Cox [GREGATIONALIST 
{ 
} FOR THE INQUIRER. 


Mr. Editor, 

After so ably and so amply exposing the ¢: 
rors and abuses, both in the faith and practice 
the Presbyterians, or Calvini-tic christians, | 
think you will now be willing to pay some atten 





ition to our brethren of the Methodist professio: 
\l am favorably disposed towards this religh 
land ain pleased that their numbers and their 

fluence have respectable, Wrth 
mixture of pleasure and surprise. [ have 
listened to their arguments against the doctrine of 
election, and reprobation . pleasure, at hearin: 
this heart-chilling and cruel doctiine exposed ; 
confuted ; 


Ss sec’ 


become so 


l 
and surprise, that they who are able to 
do this, should settle down, and stop short of a full 
belief of the final restrtetion of all things. !t is 
trne, there are many who being excite | to the in 
quiry, have been led to pursue the pleasing tn 
vestigation, until they have —" vered the refn} 
gent light of the kno wlede e of the glory of Gad, tn 
the face of . Jesus Christ; and | trust there are ma 
ny more among this denomination of christians 
who will not much longer cherish th: 
less misery. 

There seems to be but one difficalty 
minds of many ; and, that is man’s moral agence: 
God, say they, has constituted all his rational cre. 
tures free agents ; and he never wiil violste this 
agency, even should it result in: 
and nameless horrors of an interminsble hell! 
and the only reason is that it ~e ' be treating 
with disrespect those who are the subjects of it ; 
and ratber than show them this s Hah indignity, he 
will, contrary to his sincere 
to his will, damn thei to 
seems, he is to 


1dea oF Ctr 


il} the dismal woes 


desire, and ¢ ntrery 

all eternity! and this. s¢ 
} 4 , 
dao out of 


~ 


pure respect fo free 

agents, lest he should dishonor thom. or lest there 
should be some appearance of their being depriy 
I Laepriy 


ed of this high prerogative : Bat Lthiek it may 
ibe made to appear, (although it waul! be muci: 
be tter to reduce men to mere maciines, than ¢ 

damn them) that man’s fi 
may, need not in the light aye “hs cree 
in order to save him.—Puint it: tn ovr imagination 
as we will—clothe it with all possible dig: ty— 
invest it with majesty and power, to any exient 
short of Omnipotence itself, and it caanet, in an 

sense, form or create the dire necessity of endless 
misery. It is allowed on all hands, that God has 
made, and put in operation, man’s moral agene: 

And how absurd it is to suppose, that he has or- 
ganised and set agoing an engine which he can 
neither controul nor demolish ; bat which must 
for ever remain to thwart his purposes, and defeat 
his designs. How can we suppose thet the power 
in man of choosing and refusing, cailed free agen- 
cy, can he such i 
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even the power of God cannot subdue it, when in| which prevails of attempting to introduce the Cai. 


fact it cannot be exercised at all in religions con-| vinictic doctrines, and of representing them as the 
cerns, until God shall see fit to place before the{true principles of ye man calculated to in- 
a 


subject of it. -nficient motives to induce a choice.|terpose the most effectual 


rrier to the tntro- 


or to extuhit to bis view such evidences of saving|duction of the christian system? Is not the rea 


truth that a belief of it will be the certain resuit 
The trath is, this agency, instead of forming any 





sonableness of the doctrines taught, the only 
ground upon which they can be supported or re- 


proof that some men wi!l be dumned, is in itselta]commended to the natives of India? It is of no 
gtro.g evidence that all will be saved ; for if alljavail to tell them that the Bible was written by 
men are moral agents, and this agency is ever ex-|the inspiration of God--they are told the same 


ercised:n the great concerns of religion, then al 
will he saved; forthe very first exercise of mora 
azenew, onthe sobject of religion, is to choose 
life, and believe in saving truth. 


||with respect to the Bedas, their own religious 
\}books. It is of no avail to appeal to its miracles 
Jas evidence of the truth of christianity, as their 
religion has its miracles too; and the missionaries 


1 really dovapprehend that our good brethren|have no means of convincing them of the truth 
are not seasible where this argument of theirs|ofthe miracles of our religion. It is apparent 


will land them ; for, if in fact the tree agency o 
ma does prove the damnation of a part, | do not 


{| that in introducing a new system of religion, it can 
.jbe defended only by the reasonableness of ite 


nor cai | see why it does not equally prove the | doctrines, and the excellency of its precepts and 
damnation of the wiole human race. Butthiscan-|morals. And in order for its doctrines to appear 


net be: God certainly can and will save a part 
Well. then, if he can save one man without vio 
lating his free agency, by precisely the same pro 
cess he can two—and so be can ten—ten thousanc 
—or the whole. 
A Friexn to Metnopists. 
—_— 


POR THE INQUIRER. 
MISSIONS 


1n the article which appeared in the ‘ Inquirer’ 
some time since, upon this subj ct, I endeavoured 


to point oot seme of the difficulties to the intro- 


reasonable, they must be understood. But can 
-|{the enigma of the Trinity, and other points equal- 
ly inexplicable, be understood by the natives of 
ij India ? If not, can there be a more effectual bar 
to the objects of missionary labours, than teach- 
ing such absurd dogmas as the essential and true 
principles of christianity ? 

If any thing can add to the absurdity of thie 
practice, it is the description of materials which 
are made use of for these missionaries. It is true 
there are some exceptions, but for the most part, 
the missionaries sent from this country to ‘ en- 


duction of christianity among the Hindoos, exis-|lighten the Heathen,’ would have been much 


ting in the nature of their religions and civil In- 
stititio.s, which form but one system ; in their 


antiquity and permanency, and the inveterate anc 


dea'ly prejndices of the natives against christian- 
ity and the Europeans. Whenthese subjects are 


more fitly and profitably employed as ‘‘ hewers of 
wood and drawers of water,’’ at home—inexperi- 
!}enced young men, alike destitute of general sci- 
ence and a knowledge of human nature. Those 
who can find no employment at home, are thought 


fully and justly considered, it is believed that they|fit vessels to convey the glad tidings of life and 


will present obstacles sufficiently appalling to the 
mot resolute minus, and which can hardly fail tojish for the want of them. 
convince the candid and judicious of the utter fu- 
tility of all missionary exertions in the East. If 


however, any conld be sanguine enough to at 


immortality to the Heathen who are ready to per- 
is it a matter of sur- 
prize that soch men as these, with their heads so 
.|stnffed with orthodoxy as to exclude every thing 

else—should have made no impression in the 


tempt to christianize the Asiatics by means of mis-| East ? 


sions, it would seem that it should be attempted 
ig a rational way, and with a proper reference 
to the serious obstacles which are to be encoun- 


tered. Every nan of common understanding 


mu-t perceive on the -lightest attention to this sub- 
ject, that in order to afford the laest chance of in- 
troducing the christian religion among the Hin- 


doo, it should be stripped of all sectarian princi 


pi ’s, and unintelligible dogmas. Can any thing be 
more absurd, than to attempi to introduce among 
a people who are known to entertain the most im- 
plicable prejudices against christians and chris- 
tiavity, the obscure, unintelligible and contradic- 


tory dogmas and doctrines of Sectarians ? Is 1 
supposed that the Hindoos with all their preju 


dices, can be induced to believe in the mysterie- 
aud absurdities of Calvinism? Is not the practice 


The good people who promote these missions, 
generally suppose that the Indians have the ca- 
pacity and simplicity of children ; that they have 
.{neither scientific nor learned men among them, 
Nothing can be more incorrect than this. The 
absurd doctrines which they teach for christiam- 
ty are not suffered to pasa without being attacked 
and exposed. The missionaries are frequently 
involved in controversies with learned Hindoos, 
Arabs, and Persians, who have generally been an 
over match for them, as well for their superior 
learning and abilities, as from their having the 
better side of the question ; it being impovsible 
to defend the dogmas of sectarians by reason and 
argument. 

The missionaries of India, are at the present 
time engaged in acontroversy of this description. 
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an account of which, connected with some just speedily returned to Mohammadanism from Chrie- 
remarks, we have read in the * Unitarian Miscel- tianity, pleading that he had not been able to re- 
lany.” \concile to his understanding certain dogmas, which 

It appears that a learned native of the name of were imparted to him.” 
Ram Mohnun Roy, has long been disposed toem-| This extract, whilst it is an evidence of the 
brace christianity, but has found insuperable dif-' good sense and learning of this native Hindoo, ac- 
ficulties in the dogmas of orthodoxy, particularly quaints us with the injudicious and inconsiderate 
in the [rinity, and has declared that if that was conduct of the missionaries, which is among the 
essential to christianity, he could never embrace causes of the entire failure of their efforts, it 
it. He seems to have approved of the moral doc- | proves that instead of their proclaiming the gos- 
trines of the christian religion, and about a year pel of peace, and enforcing the benefits of chris- 
aince published a work entitled, ‘“‘ The Precepts ‘tian charity—the excellency of the moral princi- 
of Jesus, the Guid» to Peace and Happiness ;” | ples of our religion, their whole efforts are direc: 
being a compilation from the gospels, and com- ted to teaching orthodoxy and the absurd, contra- 
prising most of the moral doctrines and precepts | dictory and unintelligible dogmas of Sectarians. 
of Christ. This work, instead of being agreeable rROTH. 
te the muissionar’es, appears to have given them ee 
great offence; and one of them, the Rev. J. Marsh- Keligious Anqguirer. 
man, as is supposed, replied to it, urging as the! ————— ef Sag are oT RS eee 
chief etait if his slifections: that it tendency | HARTFORD, SATURDAY, MARCH 16, 1822. 
was unfavourable, from the omission of the doctri- CALVINISM. 

[Contined from page 40.} 











aal ports of the new testament. This work oc- 


exsioned an answer from Ram Mohan Roy, enti- 
Jed “An appeal to the christian public in de- 
fence of the Precepts of Jesus.” From this 
work, we copy from the * Miscellany,’ the follow- 
ing «xiract : 

‘* Besides, the compiler residing on the same 
spot where European Missionary gentl-men and 
others, for a period of upwards of tweniy years, 
have been, with a view to promote christianity, 





Particutar Exection. ‘* Though the death 
of Christ be a most perfect sacrifice, and satiafac 
tion for our sins, of infinite value, abundantly suf. 
ficient to expiate the sins of the whole world , 
and though on this ground the gospel is to be 
preached to all mankind indiscriminately ; yet it 
is the will of God that Christ by the blood of his 
_cross should efficaciously redeem those, and those 
only, who were from eternity elected to salvation, 


distributing in vain among the natives numberless and given to him by the Father.” 

copies of tne complete Bible, written in different; The reader by turning to the first article, Pae- 
lanznages, could not be altogether ignorant of the. ynestination—will find it stated that “ God hatb 
causes of their disappointment. He has seen with chosen a certain NnumBen of the fallen race of 
regret, that they have completely counteracted their| Adam in Christ.” It appears by this ar‘icle, that 
awn benevolent efforts, by introducing all the dog- \this craTAIN NUMBER, and those only, were from 
mas and mysteries taught in christian churches, | eternity Execrep, and given to Christ, and those 
to people by no means prepared to receive them ; only will be efficaciously redeemed by the blovd 
and that they have been so incautious and incon- of thecross. Will itthen require great strength 
siderate in their attempts to enlighten the natives | of mind,to discover the palpable contradiction and 
of India, as to address their instructions to them |,absurdity contained in this article ? We should 
in the same way, as if they were reasoning with suppose not, for when we are plainly told, “ that 
persons brought up in a christian country, with it’s the WILL of God’’ that Christ should effica- 


those dogmatical notions imbibed from their in- 
fancy. The consequence has been, that the na- 
tives in general, instead of benefitting by the pe- 
rusal of the Bible, copies of which they always 
receive gratis, exchange them very often for 
blank paper; and generally use several of the 


dogmatical terms, in their native language, as a' 


mark of slight, in an irreverent manner ; the men- 
tion of which, is repugnant to my feelings. Sabat, 
an eminently learned, but grossly unprincipled 
Arab, whom our divines supposed that they had 
converted to christianity, and whom they of course 
instructed in all the doctrines and dogmas, wrote, 
a few years ago, a treatise in Arabic against those 
very dogmas, and printed himself and published 
several hundred copies of this work. And an- 
other Moosulman, of the name of Ena’ et Ahmud, 
aman of respectable family, who is etill alive, 


ciously redeem those and those only, who were 
given to him; yet are informed that the gospei is 
'to be preached to every creature, even to those 
! whom it is the determined will of God not to save, 
‘inconsistency stares us so fully in the face, that the 
‘smallest capacity not blinded by prejudice, muet 
see it. 

The Saviour commanded that the gospel should 
be preached to every creature. The gospel is 
acknowledged to be coop News, GhaD TiDiNeS, &C. 
St. Paulespeaking of the gospel, says— 1 am net 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the row- 
ER OF Gop unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth ’’ If the gospel is the power of God un- 
to salvation, we ask, with what propriety thi: 
power of God exercised in salvation, can be 
preached to the non-elect? Will God exercise 
this power in saving the reprobate—er wi") hs 
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even the power of God cannot subdue it, when in 
fact it cannot he exercised at all in religions con- 
cerns, until God shall see fit to place before the 
subject of it. efficient motives to indnee a choice, 
or to exhihitto bis view such evidences of saving 
truth that a belief of it will be the certain result 

The trath is, this agency, instead of forming any 

proof that some men wi'l be damned, is in itselta 
stro.g evidence that all will be saved ; for if all 
men are moral agents, and this agency is ever ex- 
ercized pn the great concerns of religion, then all 
will he seved; forthe very first exercise of mora! 
azenew, onthe subject of religion, is to choose 
life, ard believe in saving truth. 

1 really dovapprehend that our good brethren 
are not seasible where this argument of theirs 
will land them ; for, if in fact the tree agency of 
mn does prove the damnation of a part, i do not, 
nor ca. | see why it does not equally prove the 
damnation of the waole humanrace. But this can- 
net be: God certainly can and will save a part 
Well. then, if he can save one man without vio- 
latiig bis free agency, by precisely the same pro 
cess he can two—and so he can ten—ten thousand 
—or the whole. 
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A Friexp to Metnopists. 
— 
POR THE INQUIRER. 
MISSIONS 

In the article which appeared in the ‘ Inquirer’ 
some time since, upon this subj ct, [ endeavoured 
to point oot seme of the difficulties to the intro. 
duction of christianity among the Hindoos, exis- 
ting in the nature of their religions and civil In- 
stitutio.s, which form but one system ; in their 
antiquity and permanency, and the inveterate and 
dea'ly prejudices of the natives against christian- 
ity and ihe Europeans. When these subjects are 
fully and jostly con-idered, itis believed that they 
will present obstacles sufficiently appalling to the 
mot resolute onus, and which can hardly fail to 
convince the candid and judicious of the utter fu- 
tility of all missionary exertions in the East. If, 
however, any conld be sanguine enough to at 
tempt to christianize the Asiatics by means of mis- 
sions, it would seem that it should be attempted 
ic a rational way, and with a proper reference 
to the serious obstacles which are to be encoun- 
tered. Every nan of common understanding, 
mu-t perceive on the «lightest attention to this sub- 
ject, that in order to afford the laest chance of in- 
troducing the christian religion among the Hin- 
dooz, it should be stripped of all sectarian princi. 
pi ’s, and unintelligible dogmas. Can any thing be 
mere absurd, than to attempi to introduce among 
a p2ople who are known to entertain the most im- 
plicable prejudices against christians and chris- 
tiavity, the obscure, unintelligible and contradic- 
tory dogmas and doctrines of Sectarians ? Is 1 
supposed that the Hindoos with all their preju 
dices, can be induced to believe in the mysterie: 
and absurdities of Calvinism? Is not the practice 


which prevails of attempting to introduce the Cal. 
vinistic doctrines, and of representing them as the 
true principles of christianity, calculated to in- 
terpose the most effectual barrier to the intro- 
duction of the christian system ? Is not the rea. 
sonableness of the doctrines taught, the only 
ground upon which they can be supported or re- 
commended to the natives of India? It is of no 
avail to tell them that the Bible was written by 
the inspiration of God--they are told the same 
with respect to the Bedas, their own religious 
books. it is of no avail to appeal to its miracles 
as evidence of the truth of christianity, as their 
religion has its miracles too; and the missionaries 
have no means of convincing them of the truth 
of the miracles of our religion. It is apparent 
that in introducing a new system of religion, it can 
be defended only by the reasonableness of its 
doctrines, and the excellency of its precepts and 
morals. And in order for its doctrines to appear 
reasonable, they must be understood. But can 
the enigma of the Trinity, and other points equal- 
ly inexplicable, be understood by the natives of 
India? If not, can there be a more effectual bar 
to the objects of missionary labours, than teach- 
ing such absurd dogmas as the essential and true 
principles of christianity ? 

If any thing can add to the absurdity of this 
practice, it is the description of materials which 
are made use of for these missionaries. It is true 
there are some exceptions, but for the most part, 
the missionaries sent from this country to ‘ en- 
lighten the Heathen,’ would have been much 
more Atly and profitably employed as ‘‘ hewers of 
wood and drawers of water,”’ at home—inexperi- 
enced young men, alike destitute of general sci- 
ence and a knowledge of human nature. Those 
who can find no employment at home, are thought 
fit vessels to convey the glad tidings of life and 
immortality to the Heathen who are ready to per- 
ich for the want of them. is it a matter of sur- 
prize that soch men as these, with their heads so 
stuffed with orthodoxy as to exclude every thing 
else—should have made no impression in the 
East ? 

The good people who promote these missions, 
generally suppose that the Indians have the ca- 
pacity and simplicity of children ; that they have 
neither scientific nor learned men among them, 
Nothing can be more incorrect than this. The 
absurd doctrines which they teach for christiam- 
ty are not suffered to pasa without being attacked 
and exposed. The missionaries are frequently 
involved in controversies with learned Hindoos, 
Arabs, and Persians, who have generally been an 
over match for them, as well for their superior 
learning and abilities, as from their having the 
better side of the question ; it being impocsible 
to defend the dogmas of sectarians by reason and 
irgument. 

The missionaries of India, are at the present 
time engaged in acontroversy of this description. 
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an account of which, connected with some just speedily returned to Mohammadanism from Chris- 
remarks, we have read in the “ Unitarian Miscel- tianity, pleading that he had not been able to re- 
jany.”” \concile to his understanding certain dogmas, which 
It appears that a learned native of the name of were imparted to him.” 
Ram Mohun Roy, has long been disposed to em-| . This extract, whilst it is an evidence of the 
brace christianity, but has found insuperable dif- ‘good sense and learning of this native Hindoo, ac- 
ficulties in the dogmas of orthodoxy, particularly quaints us with the injudicious and inconsiderate 
in the Trinity, and has declared that if that was conduct of the missionaries, which is among the 
essential to christianity, he could never embrace causes of the entire failure of their efforts, it 
it. He seems to have approved of the moral doc- | proves that instead of their proclaiming the gos- 
trines of the christian ielinien, and about a year pel of peace, and enforcing the benefits of chris- 
since published a work entitled, “* The Precepts’ tian charity—the excellency of the moral princi- 
of Jesus, the Guid> to Peace and: Happiness ;’? | ples of our religion, their whole efforts are direc- 
being a compilation from the gospels, and com- ted to teaching orthodoxy and the absurd, contra- 
prising most of the moral doctrines and precepts | dictory and unintelligible dogmas of Sectarians. 
of Christ. This work, instead of being agreeable! . TROTH, 
to the missionar‘es, appears to have given them ee 
great offence; and one of them, the Rev. J. Marsh- Keligious Gnqguirer. 
man, as is supposed, replied to it, urging as the! ————— oP age aE ans ena e 
ehief whut "i his sloddedd, that i tendency | HARTFORD, SATURDAY, MARCH 16, 1822. 
was unfavourable, from the omission of the doctri- CALVINISM. 
aal ports of the new testament. This work oc- [Contined from page 40.] 


exsioned an answer from Ram Mohun Roy,enti-| Parricuzan Execrion. ‘* Thouch the death 
% : 2 . ae ° : r . & *e 
Jen * An appeal to the christian public in de- of Christ be a most perfect sacrifice, and satisfac 
rence of the } recepts of Jesns. ‘ I rom this tion for our sins, of infinite value, abundantly suf. 
work, we copy from the * Miscellany,’ the follow- ficjent to expiate the sins of the whole world , 
ng ae 5 mS and though on this ground the gospel is to be 
Besides, the compiler residing on the same preached to all mankind indiscriminately ; yet it 
spot where European Missionary gentlemen and js the will of God that Christ by the blood of hia 
=> for a period of upwards of twenty years, cross should efficaciously redeem those, and those 
have been, with a view to promote christianity, only, who were from eternity elected to salvation, 
distributing in vain among the natives numberless and given to him by the Father.” 
copies of tne complete Bible, written in different; The reader by turning to the first article, Pae- 
langoages, could not be altogether ignorant of the. pesrinaTIoN—will find it stated that “God hath 
causes of their disappointment. He has seen with chosen a certain Numpen of the fallen race of 
regret, that they have completely counteracted their| Adam in Christ.” It appears by this article that 
awn benevolent efforts, by introducing all the dog- | this crarain NUMBER, and those only, were ‘Seine 
mas and mysteries taught in christian churches, | eternity Execrep, and given to Christ, and those 
to people by no means prepared to receive them ; | only will be efficacionsly redeemed by the blood 
and that they have been so incautious and incon- ‘of thecross. Will it then require great strength 
vderate in their attempts to enlighten the natives | of mind,to discover the palpable contradiction ané 
of India, as to address their instructions to them} ,beurdity contained in this article ? We should 
in the same way, as if they were reasoning with ‘suppoee not, for when we are plainly told, “ that 


persons brought up in a christian conntry, with |jt’s the WILL of God’ that Christ should elfica- 
those dogmatical notions imbibed from their in- ciously redeem those and those only, who retin 


fancy. The consequence has been, that the na-|given to him; yet are informed that the gospei is 
pte oP wits instead of benefitting by the pe-!t) be preached to every creature, even to those 
rusal of the Bible, copies of which they always ! whom it is the determined will of God not to save. 


cao. gratis, exchange them very often for inconsistency stares us so fully in the face, that the 
ank paper; and generally use several of the smallest capacity not blinded by prejudice, muet 




















dogmatical terms, in their native language, as a’ gee it. 


mark of slight, in an irreverent manner ; the men- 
tion of which, is repugnant to my feelings. Sabat, 
an eminently learned, but grossly unprincipled 
Arab, whom our divines supposed that they had 
converted to christianity, and whom they of course 
instructed in all the doctrines and dogmas, wrote, 
a few years ago, a treatise in Arabic against those 
very dogmas, and printed himself and published 
several hundred copies of this work. And an- 
other Moosulman, of the name of Ena’ et Ahmud, 
aman of respectable family. who im etill alive, 





The Saviour commanded that the gospel should 
be preached to every creature. The gospe! is 
acknowledged to be coop News, GLAD ‘T1IDINeS, &e. 
St. Paulespeaking of the gospel, says—* 1 am net 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the row- 
ER OF Gop unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth ’’ If the gospel is the power of God un- 
to salvation, we ask, with what propriety this 
power of God exercised in salvation, ean be 
preached to the non-elect? Will God exercise 


this power im saving the reprobate—er wi") he 















































ee gy te enrrapaap 















qv 





~@ R E LIGIOUS INQUIRE hi. 








—— $$ 


grant the influence of bi spirit to one, : hea he 
has not given to his Son ? It is said, ** Life and t im) 
mortality are brought to light in the go-pel,”” that} 
yur life is hid with Christ in God. Now Jet us} 

canis. has God given eternal life in Christ to’ 
aff mankind, - to his chosen few? If the latter, 
‘Then with what propriety cao hfe and immortali-| 
ty be preached to those, who, according to the! 
eternal determination of God, are excluded from 
all part and fotia the matter? How can Christ 
be preaches las the way of life and salvation, and 
the sinner’s only hope. and all be invited without) 
discrimination, when he only opened the way, or 
rendered salvation possible ior a CaKTaiN NUM-| 
Bi ? 

‘The ground on which it is considered proper 
to preach the gospel is, that the death of Christ: 
isa most perfect sacritice for sin—of infinite val- 
ue, wud abundantly suthcient to expiate the sins of | 
the whole world. Here we might ask, how oes 
we to understand this ? Has tntinite wisdom given| 
more than was necessary to redeem man ?  Ias 
more been paid, than was requisite to redeem the | 

ect ? How can this be reconciled with infinite 
wisdom and divineeconomy. If the sacrifice of 
infinite value has been made for sins—yea, amply 
sufficient to redeem ite WHOLE WorLD ?) Why, 
then, will not all mankind be saved? It must be, 
that however infinite in value the sacrifice, and 
however sullicient to redeem all, such is the abso- 
lute decree of God, that the sacrifice, shall not 
ava. ithe Non-eELecT ; the power, or the influence 
of the spiritof God will not be exercised to sancti- 
fy the soul. For what purpose, then, is the gos- 

pel. which is the power of God unto salvation, to 
be preached to all mankind, 

Suppose we were to endeavor, by metaphor, to 
illustrate the point. We will say, for instance, 
there are a hundred men in slavery, a partic ular 
value is set on each individual, and consequently, 
acertain sum is necessary to redeem the whole. 
A gentlemzn tonched with the feelings of benevo- 
lence, and looking with pitv on the sufferings of 
these men, is disposed to relieve them. He learns 
the sum necessary toredeem them. He possess- 


‘decreed, and determined, 


led in Luke xvi. 19, &e. 


course that 1s to siv, 


from slavery, for they have had the offer in com- 
mon with others, although they cannot understand 
it, and though it never was iny design, that a ny 
portion of the money, should be spe ecifically ap- 
plied for their ransom, nay, that I have absolutely 
that a portion of them 
never should be. ‘T'his is truly the substance of 
this article of Calvinistic rarrn. 
(‘To be continued.) 
RICH MAN AND LAZARUS. 

We have been requested by two wl our sub 
scribers, to favor them with an explanation of the 
'Parable of the Rich man and Lazarus, as contain- 
Previous to commenc ing 
this explanation, we consider it necessary, to lead 
the mind toa particular notice, of the manner in 
whic h this Parable is introduced. 

‘There is one thing peculiarly necessary to be 
understood ; thatis, that the DivINe Ta aclek Was 
capable of delivering a correct and connected dis- 
He would not be one mo- 
ment, speaking of circumstances and things ap- 
pertuning toa peculiar people in this wor Ad, and 
in the next referring to another world, without 
giving the slightest intimation of this fact. This, 
however, must be the case, if the mode of ex- 
plaining this parable, in reference to another 
world, be correct. 

The reader is invited to a review of the 
manner in which the subject is introduced. It 
commences with the 15th chapter.—Then drew 
near unto him all the Publicans and sinners, to 
hear him. And the Pharisees and Scribes mur- 
mured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and 

eateth with them. And he (Jesus) spake this 
Parable untothem,&c. ‘The reader is requested 
to pay particolar attention to this circumstance— 
Publicans and sinner:came to hear Jesus. The 
Pharisees and Scribes murmer and find fault, say- 
ingc—-** This man receiveth sinners, and eateth 
with them.”—To them the Saviour addessed him- 
self, and spake all the parables in the 15th and 16th 
chapters. They, therefore, had pecaliar appli- 
cation to the Scribes and Pharisees, and none else. 





es ample means to effect this ; the money is at his 
command, and he immediately pays the wholelt 
amount required, and sends a servant to commu- 
nicate the intelligence. In giving the servant his 
instructions, he says, go tell these men that you 
are come as the Herap of coop news.—That 1 
have made an offering fully equivalent to redeem 
them all. But such is their depravity and such 
their attachment to their chains and servitude. 
that not one of them will acce; pt. Nay, nor be 
able to understand your weeenene, uniess I, by a 


secret communication, or special inth rence e ntigh- 


ten their minds ; you mast also inform them, that 
having paid a oom amply satlic tent to redeem the| 
whole, you are 


ie 


sether their own fanlt. 


to preach deliverance to them alt, 
indiscriminately vy, and assure them, that it is alte- 
ifthey ore not dehiyevedisinner with 


in order to strengthen the mind, let it be noticed, 
that Jesus commences the 17th chap. by address- 
ing himself to his disciples. 

First, in the parable of the lost sheep. He ex- 
plains his missinn, as coming to seek and to save 
‘that which was lost. That be would, as a good 
shepherd, seek until he found it. And speaks ot 

the joy, prodnced by the return of the sinner to 
God. The parable of the ten pieces of silver, 
serpy to the same.—In the parable of the prodi- 
igal, he represents, that paternal affection ever 
reddy with open arms, to receive the returning 
| prodiga !, and to clothe him with the robe of right- 
eousness, and the ornaments of peace—and shews 





which would receive the 
gladness, as represented by 


ithat heavenly Love, 
joy an 


also, 2 want in those to whom he was speaking, 0! 
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the elder brother, who refused to partake of the| words import, would at once destroy the harmony 
festive merriments on his brother’s return. of the connection, as being entirely foreign to the 
The 16th chapter commences with the parable! previous subject. 
of the unjust steward, who is commended for his If, then, we admit of a connection in this dis- 
wisdom in securing friends, to receive him when course of the Saviour, taking the verse figurative. 
he should be dismissed from his master’s service. jly, it will amount to this.—'l he Jews were by the 
The Jews are alluded to by the figure of the un-{covenant of the Law, married to God as his pe- 
just steward.—T'o them had been committed the'culiar people, and bound to obey, as the womar 
oracles of God. The law, and the gift of prophecy is bound to her husband, and ander his authority. 
had been consigned to their care, as stewards ; but As long as this covenant continued in existence, 
as they had been unfaithfal in those treasures of they were bound by it, and could not estrange 
the law, could they be entrusted withthe trae: themselves from it with propriety. But this cov- 
riches of the gospel ? Certainly not.—The Phar- |enant is about tocome to a close, being fulfilled 
sees sensible that these parables were aimed at by Him to whom ail the type~, figures, shadows, 
them, derided Jesus, who said, ‘‘ Ye are they | and ceremonies of the law pointed—and the con- 
which justify yourselves before men ; but God!sequences resulting from this chance in the dis- 
knoweth your hearts ; for that which is highly | pensation of God, te the Scribes and Pharisees, or 
esteeined among men, is an abomination in the |to the house of Israel, our Saviour saw fit to set 
sight of God.’ This was a heavy charge laid forth in the parable of the Rich Man. 
against these Pharisees, who, through the false The reader is requested to carefully examine 
conceit of their own righteousness, had consider-|the subjects noticed, as introductory to the para- 
ed themselves much better than those Publicans|ble, and see if he can possibly make it refer to 
and sinners, who had come to hear the Redeemier,|another world, without violating the connection 
and who murmured because he paid attention to of the discourse, and making the Saviour appear as 
them, ‘To be told that their works, and preten-|a wild enthusiast, who is one moment engaged, on 
tions to religion, however esteemed among men, temporal subjects, and the next, speaking on the 
were an abomination in the sight of God, was momentons concerns of eternity, without giving 
more than they could bear. ithe least notice of a transition from one subject te 
The Saviour continues, “The Law and the the other.—lle will next examine the parable, 
prophets were until John, since that time the and inquire whether it looks im the least degrec 
kingdom of God is preached, and every man pres- las the relation ofa rirrerar fact—tHe will notice 
sethinto it. And itis easier for heaven and earth Lazarns’ being carried into Abrahan:’s bosom-~— 
to pass, than one tittle of the Law to fail.’ —By the proxinity of heaven and hell, that admits of 
which we understand Jesus to inform them, that the conversation spoken of—the reasons given why 
the ceremonial law of Moses, and the gift of the the rich man is now tormented—merely becanse 
spirit of prophecy was to continue until John, in former life he enjoyed good things—and then 
who was the forerunner of Christ—the voice of let the reader seriously ask himself, whetber he 
one crying in the wilderness—the messenger that can conscientiously believe that a man will burn 
should go before and prepare the way ofthe Mes- for ever in hell, only because he enjoyed good 
siah. John had come to prepare the mind for a, things here.—The parable will be noticed in our 
new and more glorious dispensation ; hence the next number. 
ground of the justification and hope of the Prari-| — 
sk«, on which he had prided himself and despised| A few days ago a clergyman preaching in Norwalk, who 
others, being about to be removed, a serious ,had come in from a neighbouring town, observed, in the 
change would be produced, in the state and cir- ,©°u'se of bis sermon as follows. 
cumstances of the house of Israel. Jesus adds,|,, (Ne =P1tst of Gop is now upon my congregation, and 
Wiese putteth away Ae adil tonsil, teaieal iil the U NIV ERSALIS rs are as busy as all the DEVILS in HELL 
. ’ jirying to prevent 1TS POWER. 
another, committeth adultery ; and whosoever) ‘Can it be possible, that this man could entertain an idea, 
marricth her that is put away from ker husband, that UNIVERSALISTS could prevent the POWER of God, 
committeth adultery. . 89 i on ee rag a= bis > * Ifnot, 
There are two things we wish the reader parti WHY stchanesoresion: | Welear from dierent quarter 
cularly to notice here,—lirst. We wish him, tO | in preaching against the dangerous error of UNIVERSALISM, 
settle in his own mind whether this great teacher! and denouncing their anathemas and curses, on the heads 
of men was connected in his discourse, so that it) of all that dare believe that doctrine. It certainly will ap- 
all had a bearing on the same subject, for we must Peet, ait si oO Geary TeRecting Saind, GMS error 
remind our readers, the whole was addressed to! truth. — oo berets 4 ween: pay ag rete aoe Nagr 
! , truth—or that Universalists could stop the work of God. 
the same persons.—Secondly. Ifit is admitted, jit is but the other day, that a town where there is a creat 
that theiris a perfect connection in this discourse, {and powerful revival, or work of the Lord, was thrown in- 
must not the 18th verse relating to adultery, be; te great commotion and alarm, tor hearty a week, on ac- 
used figuratively? It will be readily seen, that to | COU" of some gentlemen proposing to invite an Universal- 
2! ; ¢ ; jist preacher to make them a visit, and deliver a lecture. 
consider this verse as having reference merely to} 
‘he transactions which the literal sense of the 














Another town in this neighborhood, has lately been divid- 
edinto districts, t 





a beard of rnevuisrrors instituted, and 
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20 RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
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one appointed in each district to watch the movements of 
the mind, and if any one, young or old, should show a pre- 
diliction for UniVERSALISM, either to hear or read their 
writings, to hasten to warn and influence their minds 
against the sentiment, and make a “ fair report” to head 
quarters. It has been hinted—that some of these inquisi- 
tors are themaclves secretly Universalists, and need some 
one to watch over them. itis a fact, that there is scarce- 
ly achurch, or society in Connecticut, but bas some Uni- 
versalists among thein. Men that secretly believe the sen- 
timent, but keep it to themselves, being afraid they shall 
lose a little popularity, or some office, or perhaps would 
not sell so many pounds of tea and sugar, or so many yards 
of ribbon, if they should manfully acknowledge their belief. 
We cannot help smiling, when we see such men appointed 
to keep others from the belief of Universalism. 

For ourselves, we are glad to find, that Universalism is 
brought so much into notice, by the preaching of those 
sermons directed against it; many people, by this means, 
Lear of it, that might remain some time longer in ignorance 
of this doctrine. We hope, therefore, these gentlemen 
wili go on in their zeal, opposing the doctrine ; exhibit their 
great anxiety, on account of its rapid progress, and rouse 
tle minds of those, who have heretofore paid no attention 
to the subject, to inquire what this doctrine is, which calls 
forth the arduousand unremitted labours of their ministers. 
We say then, gentlemen, go on, reviling and misrepresent- 
ing the doctrine of God’s universal benevolence ; thunder 
ont your anathemas and maledictions on all who believe 
the doctrine ; represent them as the vilest and wickedest 
of a'l human beings; but, in so doing, you will do more 
tur the cause of Universalism, than a dozen preachers of 
that sentiment could do without this assistance. You, it is 
tiue, mean it for EVIL; but He who reigns above will 
vverrule it for good. Remember, gentlemen, that in for- 
wer times, all that opposition to God, manifested toward 
the Son of bis love, and his GLORLOUS GOSPEL, only tend- 
ed to further tbe cause of truth ; go on then, with increas- 
inz zeal and vigor—but notice, gentlemen, we have one 
thing to comfort us. ‘* If this counsel, or this work, be of 
God, ye cannot overthrow it.” One word more, gentle- 
meu--Why wil! you not have the goodness to present the 
puitic, through the medium of the press, with some of those 
ABLE and CONCLUSIVE sermons against Universalism ? 
You ought to let your light shine before mea.—-Why confine 
them in your desk ?+~Many people have not had an oppor- 
tunity to hear them ; let them then read them, that they 
may be convinced. We should be very glad, indeed, to 
‘see them.--Formerly, sermons were printed in abundance ; 
we were inuadated with them—but now, alas, we are not 
so highly favoured. Wecan scarcely find a sermon against 
Universalismw—except now and then a travelling Manu- 
script, with “ a dreadful sound is in his ears,” &c. &c. 
but even these are quite strangers to the public eye. 





ORDINATION. 

The Rev. Oliver Ackley waa publicly ordained, as an 
Evangelist of ihe gospel, at Eaton, N. Y. Jan. 22d, 1822. 
lutroductory prayer, sermon, and charge, by Rev. N. Sta- 
cy; ‘Vexi, Mark xvi. 15,-—Consecrating prayer, and right 
hand of iellowship, by Rev. 38. R. Smith —Concluding 
prayer, by Rev.O. Ackley. A very numerous congrega- 
tion gave devout attention to the services, which were 
rendered unusually delightful oy the correct harmony of a 
large Choir of singers. 

INTOLERANCE. 

When the King of Prussia entered Silesia the first time, 
a little Protestant town, jealous ofa Catholic village, came 
humbly to request permission of the King, to put all of the 
sanabitants of the village to the sword. The king replied 
to thedeputies, “If that village were to ask my permis- 
sion to cut your throats, would you think f did well in grant- 
ing it’ ** Oh, gracious Sovereign, (said the deputies, ) 

the a very different thing, we are of the true 
London Unizversalls$ Miscellany. 


that won'ld 








FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


HY POCKISY. 

“ For they bind heavy burdens, and grievous to be borne, 
and lay them on men’s shoulders ; but they themselves wilt 
not move them with one of ther fingers.” s att. xxui. 4, 
The “ American Missionary Kegister,’ published im 

this city, (for October, 1820,) contains a number of jetters, 

which, the Register says, *‘ are inserted witb the Lope 
that others may be induced to follow so wort/iy an exam- 
ple.”” Then follows one of them. 


“ Letter to the Treasurer of the United Foreign Missionary 
Society. 
August 2d, 1820. 

** Srxr,—The enclosed five dollar note was lorwarded te 
me by the Rev. Absalom Peters, of Bennington, Vermont, 
with the request that | should hand it to the Treasurer of 
the United Foreign Missi nary Society. the note wae 
put into the hand of Mr. Peters by a labouring man in an 
adjoining town, with the request that he would transmit ut, 
and conceal his name. The money was enciosed im te 
following note :— 

“ This small sum was saved by a poor man, ia the fol- 
lowing manner, during the year past, viz. 

‘* By working on the 4th of July, 

** By not wearing a handkerchief on the neck, 


dolls. 0,76 
1,— 
** By denying himself and family the use of distuled 


spirits, 1,— 
‘* By having his fulled cloth only coloured, not dres- 

sed, 1,26 
‘* By wearing, himself and family, thick shoes, re 
** Given to the Education Society, 3 


“ The remaining Five Dollars to be given to the United 
Foreign Missionary Society. 
“1am, very respectfully, 
* Your obedient servant, 
“J. D. BLISS. 
‘““W. WILSON, Esq. Treasurer.” 


Reader, suppose our Reverend Doctors should follow 
this ‘* worthy example ;” what enormous sums would be 
saved, which are now squandered in useless and extrava- 
gant expences ? Reader, our Doctors say, that souls are 
perishing for want of money to save them! Supposing 
the reverend gentlemen should follow the regimen they 
prescribe for others :—For instance, Doctor Spring should 
relinquish three thousand of his three thousand five huadred 
dollars,—wear “* undressed clothes,— work on the Fourth 
of July, —not wear a handkerchief on iis neck,—deny him- 
self and family the use of distilled spirits,—himself and 
family wear thick shoes, (cowhide !) and give the money 
thus saved, one moiety to the ‘* Education Society, and 
theremainder to the United Foreign Missionary Socrety ! !" 
If Dr. S. would do this, we think some of his brother par- 
sons might be induced to follow the “ worthy example.” 

We respectfully request the Reverend Doctors in thie 
city, and all others to whom these presents shall come, to 
take the above into serious consideration. Jor, if as they 
pretend, money will save the heathen from an endless bell, 
and they think the example above stated to be so very 
worthy of imitation, we think the least they can do, is, te 
recommend it by adopting it THEMSELVES !! Surely, 
gentlemen, you can have no objection to this, unless you 
are like those alluded to in our motto, who ‘* bind heavy 
burdens, and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men’s 
shoulders ; but they themselves will nuf move them wilh one 
of their fingers !” 

/Vote.—It is hoped the reverend gentlemen will not be of- 
fended at our freedom, for we assure them, we mean noth~ 
ing more nor less than what we say. 


a ___________} 


For Sale at this Office. —Mr. Ballow’s Catechism, by the 


dozen or single. Our friends in the country supplied or 
the most reasonable tetms. 











